
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H7035 July 28, 2005 
chairman will further consult on the 
matter. 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. SHAYS. Further reserving the 
right to object, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Kansas. 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, the con-
cept of a BRAC, the Base Realignment 
Commission, is to remove the political 
process from the closure of bases in 
order to get us to the type of military 
that we need to meet today’s demands 
to fight terrorism around the globe. 
And if we insert our will from another 
body, the Senate, into this bill, it will 
jeopardize that process. I do not think 
any of us want that here on the floor. 

If we cannot relieve that dissension 
among our ranks on this bill, it will 
not pass on the floor tonight. We all 
would like to see this happen, because 
as the gentleman from Alaska has ex-
pressed, we need this bill. We need this 
to occur within each of our States. We 
need to build highways. We need the in-
frastructure for our economy. But if 
this provision is inserted, it will go be-
yond the concept of BRAC and take the 
political process out of getting the 
proper size and scope of our military. 

So I hope that whatever provision we 
have within this rule will alleviate 
these provisions, because if they are 
not, the bill will not pass. I think there 
will be enough dissent on both sides of 
this great institution, on the floor, in 
the House, the Republicans and the 
Democrats, to keep this from passing. 

So I hope we can correct this meas-
ure within the rule, because if not, I 
think we will have a failed bill. And 
that will not be good for this country 
or for the efforts that we have here to-
night. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. SHAYS. I yield to the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. I would like to try to 
put this in perspective. I agree with the 
gentleman it is egregious this is in the 
bill. We had a very difficult negotia-
tion with the Senate. This was snuck 
in. It is not like we are reopening a 
base, repositioning forces and/or equip-
ment. We are talking about a runway. 

The question is, will they, in the next 
month, until we can have a technical 
correction bill, have to run out and 
pull the weeds and repaint the lines on 
the runway? This is not exactly a 
major part of the BRAC process. 

To forestall the passage of a bill 
which is almost 2 years overdue, which 
invests $286.4 billion in America’s in-
frastructure, because there might be 
some weeds pulled on a runway in the 
interim, I agree it is offensive, but we 
can fix it and challenge the Senate at 
a later date. But to hold up the entire 
bill and forestall the investment, there 
are States who are waiting today and 
who will spend money under this bill 
and commit money under this bill this 
construction season, putting thousands 
of people to work and making needed 
investments in America. 

Mr. SHAYS. Reclaiming my time, 
Mr. Speaker, the gentleman is making 
a case well beyond this issue. 

I would like to ask the gentleman a 
question, and would be happy to yield 
to him to respond. It was my under-
standing that this provision of 60 days 
had been shorter, and somehow people 
felt that by extending to 60 days, they 
had solved the objection to this bill. Is 
it true that when this bill came out of 
conference, it was less than 60 days? 

Mr. DEFAZIO. I am not sure what 
provision the gentleman is talking 
about. 

Mr. SHAYS. Does the gentleman 
know the provision I am talking about? 
It says, ‘‘Not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Air Force shall 
open the air field at Malmstrom Air 
Force Base, Montana.’’ Open it. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Right. It would reopen 
a runway. 

Mr. SHAYS. ‘‘And enable flying oper-
ations for all fixed-wing aircraft at 
that base.’’ It is opening a base. Mr. 
Speaker, I am prepared to make a clos-
ing comment, and if I am not allowed 
to, I would object. And my closing 
comment is this. This is to open a base 
that was closed. This 60 days was added 
as a sop to the House, in my judgment, 
with all due respect, to somehow allow 
everybody to save face. We are not in 
session for all 60 days. 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I withdraw my unanimous consent re-
quest at this time to consult with the 
Senate and see if we cannot resolve 
this problem. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Unani-
mous consent is not required. The re-
quest is withdrawn. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BASS) at 12 o’clock and 15 
minutes a.m. 

f 

CORRECTING ENROLLMENT OF 
H.R. 3, SAFE, ACCOUNTABLE, 
FLEXIBLE, EFFICIENT TRANS-
PORTATION EQUITY ACT: A LEG-
ACY FOR USERS 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
offer a concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 226) providing for a correction to 
the enrollment of H.R. 3, and ask unan-
imous consent for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alaska? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 226 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That, in the enrollment of 
the bill H.R. 3, the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall make the following correc-
tion: Strike section 1942 and the item relat-
ing to such section in the table of contents. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, for the 
sake of communicating to the Members 
the situation we are in, I want to first 
say that I greatly appreciate the co-
operation of all colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle. I appreciate the co-
operation and work of the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
DEFAZIO) and the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. PETRI). We greatly appre-
ciate the institution standing together 
and trying to make corrections that 
need to be made in this bill. I appre-
ciate the hour and everybody coming 
together and working together for the 
purpose of fixing this bill. 

We will not be able to fix the bill to-
night. We hope to come back at 9 a.m. 
in the morning and continue work on 
this very important highway bill. We 
hope to finish it as early as we can to-
morrow. My message to the Members is 
go home, get a good night’s sleep, and 
we will be back in the morning to fin-
ish the work of the House. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. DELAY. I yield to the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to express my appreciation for the kind 
words of the majority leader and to as-
sure Members the issue before us is not 
a matter of division within the com-
mittee or between the parties of the 
House, but a difference or interpreta-
tion of a provision in the conference re-
port in language that was included by 
a Member of the other body. 

Our expectation is we will be able to 
resolve that matter of a limited scope 
and pass the broader bill which is of 
great importance to the whole Nation. 
I appreciate the support, cooperation, 
and participation of the majority lead-
er, and the support of the Parliamen-
tarian’s Office in helping us bring this 
to a resolution. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman’s words. 
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